
 

Middle School Summer Reading Project Options 

 

 
 

Directions:  Read the book you chose for summer reading and choose 

one of the following product options that you will bring to your class 

and teacher in the fall  



 

 

Option 1: Musical Playlist Project 

Selecting a story to music is important for creating a mood in an audience.  This 
assignment asks you to create a  playlist to represent important moments in the story 
you read. Choose two songs for the beginning, two for the middle, and two for the end. 
For each song, write an analysis about how that song connects to a specific part of the 
book. 

 
Role: You are a musical producer for the movie interpretation of your summer reading book 
Audience: Movie theater audience 
Format: A written analysis with musical choices embedded in the project (Youtube link, Prezi, website, 
document with links to songs, Google slides, etc.) 
Topic: Two songs for scenes from the beginning of the book, two songs for the middle of the book, and 
two songs for the ending of the book. 
 

Example 
THE OUTSIDERS SOUNDTRACK | Smore Newsletters 
 

Musical Playlist Analysis Criteria For Success 
● I wrote an introduction to interest readers and help them understand the synopsis of my summer 

reading book 
● I have included at least six scenes and songs and included the title and artist. 
● I analyzed the lyrics and musicality of songs and compared them to specific parts of the text. 
● I explained in detail why the songs matched parts of the book by analyzing the mood and/or themes 

of the text. 
● I chose precise words and used metaphors, images, or comparisons to explain what I meant. 
● I punctuated quotes and citations accurately. 
● I included images and musical selections in my chosen format. 
● I varied my sentence structure, sometimes using simple and sometimes using complex sentence 

structure. 
● I used resources to be sure the words in my writing were spelled correctly, including returning to sources 

to check spelling. 

 
 

Option 2: Narrative Writing Project 

https://www.smore.com/m9y08-the-outsiders-soundtrack


 

 
Narrative Assignment:  
Choose this task if you love to write creatively, if you had ideas about how you’d change the book you 
read, or if you’re inspired by your story’s setting, characters, and conflicts. This task asks you to choose a 
prompt below and write a story based off of your book.  
 
Role: You are a ghostwriter for the author of your summer reading book! 
Audience: Readers of the original text 
Format: A written story 
Topic: Choose below! 
 

Narrative Prompt Options 

Add an additional chapter to 
flesh out a character’s 
decision or actions. 

Revise the ending of the book 
to change how the story ends. 

Revise chapter 1 to change 
the course of the story for 
characters. 

Write chapter 1 of the sequel 
to continue where the original 
book left of. 

Have different idea for a 
narrative inspired by your 

summer reading book?  
Go for it! 

Write a diary entry from the 
main character’s perspective 
to deeply explore the 
character’s inner thoughts. 

Imagine elements from your 
nonfiction book used in a 
fictional book. What story can 
you tell based off of your 
nonfiction reading book? 
Develop the setting, 
characters, and conflict. 

Write from a different 
character’s perspective 
during a particular event or 
moment in the story. 

Write a personal narrative that 
tells a story about your own 
life, but make connections to 
your book’s character choices 
& motivations, the setting, 
and/or the conflict of your 
summer reading book.  

 

Example: Concrete Rose  
(Prequel to The Hate U Give) 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Narrative Criteria For Success 
● I included precise details from the original text including  setting, characters, and events.  
● I wrote in the original author’s style including lively, active verbs, sensory language that appeals to the 

readers’ five senses, descriptive language, dialogue, and figurative language/literary devices (flashback, 
irony, etc.) 

● I used paragraphs to separate different parts or time of the story and to show when a new character was 
speaking. Some parts of the story were longer and more developed than others. 

● I showed why characters did what they did by including their thinking and their responses to what 
happened. 

● I used transitional phrases to show passage of time. 
● I varied my sentences to create the pace and tone of my narrative. 
● I used resources to be sure the words in my writing were spelled correctly, including returning to sources 

to check spelling. 
 
 
 
 

Option 3:  Letter to the Author 
Letter Writing Assignment:  
Choose this task if you share a personal connection with the text you read. Your “Letter to the Author” 
gives you the opportunity to express your thoughts and feelings about different themes in the the text 
while sharing how the book connects to your own life and experiences.  
 
Role: Accomplished reader of book 
Audience: The author of your book 
Format: Letter 
Topic: Connecting themes from the text to your own life 
 

Letter to the Author Criteria For Success 
● I identified a theme or themes in my text 
● I shared my thoughts about the theme in my letter 
● I outlined connections between the theme and the characters 
● I connected my real life experience to the theme 
● I used multiple paragraphs in my letter 

 

 

Letter to the Author Exemplar 



 

 
 

 

Option 4:  Poem about a book 
Poem Assignment:  



 

Choose this task if you have a love for poetry and would like to express your thoughts and feelings about 
your book in poetic form. Use a poetic format of your choice to share the theme of the book, to 
summarize the events and characters of the book, or to connect the theme/topic of the book to your 
own life and experiences.  
 
Role: Poet who recently finished the book 
Audience: Readers of the text 
Format: Poem 
Topic: Theme from the book 
 

Poem about a book Criteria For Success 
● I created a title for my poem 
● I wrote my poem using a specific poetic structure 
● I wrote about a theme from my book 
● I summarized the characters and events of the book 
● I connected the theme/topic of the book to my own life and experiences 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 5:  PODCAST 



 

Podcast assignment:  
Role: You have your own Podcast series. Your next episode you will discuss your summer reading 
book  
Format: An audio recording of your podcast with a written script  
Topic: Choose Below   
 

Podcast  Prompt Options 

Interview the author!  Describe your experience 
while reading the book!  

Interview a friend who also 
read the book!  

Interview a character! Have a different idea for a 
podcast inspired by your 
summer reading book?  

Go for it! 

Invite a celebrity to a podcast 
and discuss your shared 
summer reading  

 
Podcast Criteria for Success  

● I have created a written script that contains 
● I  varied my sentence structure, sometimes using simple and sometimes using complex 

sentence structure. 
● I used resources to be sure the words in my writing were spelled correctly, including returning to 

sources to check spelling 
● I have a created a podcast audio recording  that is at least 2 minutes long.  

● The audio is clear for the listener.  
● I have used time effectively in my audio recording  
● I have created podcast that engages the listener 

● I have created an introduction that orients the listener to the book.  
● I analyzed the theme of the text providing evidence from the text. I explained the message the 

author was trying to convey and why  
● I have discussed my opinion of the book. Would I recommend reading my summer reading? Thoughts 

about particular characters?    
● I have made connections to the text. (text to text, text to self, text to world)  
● I have created a sense of closure to the podcast episode 

 
 

Example: 
In “Miles Morales Suspended Grapples with Racism and Saving the World”  - NPR  
  
Article Describing the Podcast episode 
 
Description by Apple: 
 

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/04/1173999397/in-miles-morales-suspended-spider-man-grapples-with-racism-and-saving-the-world
https://www.npr.org/2023/05/02/1173201545/author-jason-reynolds-on-book-bans-racism-and-spiderman


 

“Miles Morales, the beloved protagonist of Jason Reynolds' Spider-Man novel, is back. And this 
time, he's dealing with an in-school suspension for challenging his history teacher at an elite 
Brooklyn private school. But between writing poetry about his new crush and saving the world, 
the young, Black and Puerto Rican superhero also stumbles into some major themes about 
racism and censorship. Reynolds tells NPR's A Martinez how his newest novel is a response to 
the book bans taking place across the country – and how he wishes it didn't have to be.” 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Option 6:  Video or written book critique 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose this option if you’d like to express yourself visually and lyrically on how you felt 

about your chosen text. This is an opportunity for you to reflect on the book whether you liked it or 
didn't like it and whether you would recommend it to someone else to read. Many book reviewers 
review books that were recommended to them by another person or fellow book enthusiast and 
you get to step into that seat with this option. You can film your critique as a  BookVlog where you 
will review the book you read for prospective readers as a way to either build interest or provide 
insight into the text or you can write a traditional book review opinion editorial piece that includes 
the same concept in written form.  
 
Here are some examples in the links below:  
 
This is a video that includes images of where the readers felt these compilation of images 
reflected the aesthetic and mood of The House on Mango Street novel. You can use this option if 
you don't want to be on camera but will speak in the background while playing related images:  
 
House on Mango Street Book Tok Clip 
 
This is a clip reviewing “The Black Kids” by Christina Hammond Reed where the book reviewer 
does a vlog review of the novel to both provide a synopsis for the text and garner interest:  
 
Youtube Review on The Black Kids 
 
This is a Youtube book review on “Exit West” by Mohsin Hamid 
 
Exit West Vlog Review 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ovdgYvdrPDUnXJPw8OcqE0v-p4-nz6X6/view?usp=share_link
https://youtu.be/OeScCBC75Q0
https://youtu.be/3jU1bjXtHWg


 

 
Here is an example of a book review/opinion editorial (op-ed) like piece where you are writing 
your review in a three paragraph summary to talk about how you enjoyed or did not enjoy the 
book and provide a rating, (scale of 1-5).  
 
 NPR book review for Warrior Girl UnEarthed (full attached) 

 

Criteria For Success for book critique vlog 
● I created a tagline or title for my review 
● I included a written description for my vlog which includes a summary of the book 
● I discussed at least two key events that took place in the book 
● I discussed the main character and their relation to the plot of the book 
● I identified a theme and its relationship to the books plot line 
● Stated an authentic and substantive critique of the novel (why you liked it/didn’t like it and why) 
● I published it as a video  

Criteria For Success for book review/op-ed 
● I created a title for my book review 
● I wrote a well structured review that includes an opening paragraph, clear thesis, and 

conclusion 
● I discussed at least two key events that took place in the book 
● I identified a theme and its relationship to the books plot line 
● Stated an authentic and substantive critique of the novel (why you liked it/didn’t like it and

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/10/1172699332/warrior-girl-unearthed-firekeepers-daughter-novel-angeline-boulley


 

 


